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§1.13

PANELS, BOARDS, AND COMMITTEES

§1.13 Advisory Committee on Reactor
Safeguards.

The Advisory Committee on Reactor
Safeguards (ACRS) was established by
section 29 of the Atomic Energy Act of
1954, as amended. Consisting of a max-
imum of 15 members, it reviews and re-
ports on safety studies and applica-
tions for construction permits and fa-
cility operating licenses; advises the
Commission with regard to hazards of
proposed or existing reactor facilities
and the adequacy of proposed reactor
safety standards; upon request of the
Department of Energy (DOE), reviews
and advises with regard to the hazards
of DOE nuclear activities and facili-
ties; reviews any generic issues or
other matters referred to it by the
Commission for advice. The Com-
mittee, on its own initiative, may con-
duct reviews of specific generic mat-
ters or nuclear facility safety-related
items. The ACRS conducts studies of
reactor safety research and submits re-
ports thereon to the U.S. Congress and
the NRC as appropriate.

§1.15 Atomic Safety and Licensing
Board Panel.

The Atomic Safety and Licensing
Board Panel, established pursuant to
section 191 of the Atomic Energy Act of
1954, as amended, conducts hearings for
the Commission and such other regu-
latory functions as the Commission au-
thorizes. The Panel is comprised of any
number of Administrative Judges (full-
time and part-time), who may be law-
yers, physicists, engineers, and envi-
ronmental scientists; and Administra-
tive Law Judges, who hear antitrust,
civil penalty, and other cases and serve
as Atomic Safety and Licensing Board
Chairmen. The Chief Administrative
Judge develops and applies procedures
governing the activities of Boards, Ad-
ministrative Judges, and Administra-
tive Law Judges and makes appro-
priate recommendations to the Com-
mission concerning the rules governing
the conduct of hearings. The Panel
conducts all licensing and other hear-
ings as directed by the Commission pri-
marily through individual Atomic
Safety and Licensing Boards composed
of one or three Administrative Judges.
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Those boards are appointed by either
the Commission or the Chief Adminis-
trative Judge.

§1.18 [Reserved]

§1.19 Other committees, boards, and
panels.

Under section 16la. of the Atomic En-
ergy Act of 1954, as amended, the Com-
mission may establish advisory bodies
to make recommendations to it. Cur-
rently, four committees are in exist-
ence.

(a) The Advisory Committee on Med-
ical Uses of Isotopes (ACMUI) was es-
tablished by the Atomic Energy Com-
mission in July 1958. The ACMUI, com-
posed of physicians and scientists, con-
siders medical questions referred to it
by the NRC staff and renders expert
opinions regarding medical uses of
radioisotopes. The ACMUI also advises
the NRC staff, as requested, on matters
of policy regarding licensing of medical
uses of radioisotopes.

(b) The Licensing Support Network
Advisory Review Panel (LSNARP) was
established by the Commission on Oc-
tober 3, 1989, pursuant to 10 CFR
2.1011(e) of the Commission’s regula-
tions. The LSNARP provides advice to
the Commission on the design, develop-
ment, and operation of the Licensing
Support Network (LSN) an electronic
information management system for
use in the Commission’s high-level ra-
dioactive waste (HLW) licensing pro-
ceeding. Membership consists of those
interests that will be affected by the
use of the LSN, and selected Federal
agencies with expertise in large-scale
electronic information systems. The
individual representatives of these in-
terests and agencies possess expertise
in management information science
and in managing records of the Com-
mission’s licensing process for the
HLW repository.

[62 FR 31602, Aug. 21, 1987, as amended at 54
FR 53314, Dec. 28, 1989; 68 FR 75389, Dec. 31,
2003; 79 FR 75737, Dec. 19, 2014]
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§1.23 Office of the General Counsel.

The Office of the General Counsel, es-
tablished pursuant to section 25 of the



Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amend-
ed—

(a) Directs matters of law and legal
policy, providing opinions, advice, and
assistance to the agency with respect
to all of its activities;

(b) Reviews and prepares appropriate
draft Commission decisions on public
petitions seeking direct Commission
action and rulemaking proceedings in-
volving hearings, monitors cases pend-
ing before presiding officers and re-
views draft Commission decisions on
Atomic Safety and Licensing Board de-
cisions and rulings;

(c) Provides interpretation of laws,
regulations, and other sources of au-
thority;

(d) Reviews the legal form and con-
tent of proposed official actions;

(e) As requested, provides the agency
with legal advice and opinions on ac-
quisition matters, including agency
procurement contracts; placement of
work at Department of Energy na-
tional laboratories; interagency agree-
ments to acquire supplies and services;
and grants and cooperative agree-
ments. Prepares or concurs in all other
interagency agreements, delegations of
authority, regulations; orders; licenses;
and other legal documents and pre-
pares legal interpretations thereof;

(f) Reviews and directs intellectual
property (patent) work;

(g) Represents and protects the inter-
ests of the NRC in legal matters and in
court proceedings, and in relation to
other government agencies, adminis-
trative bodies, committees of Congress,
foreign governments, and members of
the public; and

(h) Represents the NRC staff as a
party in NRC administrative hearings.

[62 FR 31602, Aug. 21, 1987, as amended at 56
FR 29407, June 27, 1991; 656 FR 59272, Oct. 4,
2000]

§1.24 Office of Commission Appellate
Adjudication.

The Office of Commission Appellate
Adjudication—

(a) Monitors cases pending before
presiding officers;

(b) Provides the Commission with an
analysis of any adjudicatory matter re-
quiring a Commission decision (e.g.,
petitions for review, certified ques-

§1.25

tions, stay requests) including avail-
able options;

(c) Drafts any necessary decisions
pursuant to the Commission’s guidance
after presentation of options; and

(d) Consults with the Office of the
General Counsel in identifying the op-
tions to be presented to the Commis-
sion and in drafting the final decision
to be presented to the Commission.

[66 FR 29407, June 27, 1991]

§1.25 Office of the Secretary of the
Commission.

The Office of the Secretary of the
Commission—

(a) Provides general management
services to support the Commission
and to implement Commission deci-
sions; and advises and assists the Com-
mission and staff on the planning,
scheduling, and conduct of Commission
business including preparation of inter-
nal procedures;

(b) Prepares the Commission’s meet-
ing agenda;

(c) Manages the Commission Staff
Paper and COMSECY systems;

(d) Receives, processes, and controls
Commission mail, communications,
and correspondence;

(e) Maintains the Commission’s offi-
cial records and acts as Freedom of In-
formation administrative coordinator
for Commission records;

(f) Codifies Commission decisions in
memoranda directing staff action and
monitors compliance;

(g) Receives, processes, and controls
motions and pleadings filed with the
Commission; issues and serves adju-
dicatory orders on behalf of the Com-
mission; receives and distributes public
comments in rulemaking proceedings;
issues proposed and final rules on be-
half of the Commission; maintains the
official adjudicatory and rulemaking
dockets of the Commission; and exer-
cises responsibilities delegated to the
Secretary in 10 CFR 2.303 and 2.346;

(h) Administers the NRC Historical
Program;

(i) Integrates office automation ini-
tiatives into the Commission’s admin-
istrative system;

(j) Functions as the NRC Federal Ad-
visory Committee Management Officer;
and
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